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F .. "DANIEL IX. 3. 

Vd I fer my face unto the Lord God, 
| 70 [eek by prayer and ſupplications, 
= with faſting, and ſackcloth and aſhes. 


P ON enquiry, I fancy, it will be 
found, that Feflivities have been the 
uſual attendants upon any ſingularly 
| Joyous occurrences of life, or the an- 
Wiverſary memorials of them, in almoſt all civi- 
ed nations: it ſhou'd ſeem therefore, by a pa- 
Wity of reaſon, that Faſis ought to ſuggeſt them- 
lves as proper, at a time when Providence 
owns or threatens to do ſo upon any People or 
ingdom. Agreeably to this I apprehend, Hiſ- 
dry and Antiquity, if examined, will ſhew us, — 
hat theſe were alſo practiſed, altho' perhaps not 
Frith that periodical regularity, or frequency, 
at the former were. * | 


* Tarracine & Amiterni nuntiatum eſt, aliquoties lapidibus 
uviſle, Minturnis ædem Jovis, & tabernas circa forum de cœ- 
d tactas eſſe, Vulturni in oſtio fluminis duas naves fulmine ictas 
dnflagraſſe. Eorum prodigiorum causa libros Sibyllinos ex 8. C. 
ecemviri - cum adiſſent, renuntiarunt jejunium inſtituendum Ce- 
ri e. & id quinto quogue anno ſervandum: — T. Livii Decad. 
„Lib. 6. Pomani Scriptores. Fol. Ed. 

Ab Solis matronis fiebant Cereales candidatis: qui color vetus 
luctu matronis fuit, quemadmodum alibi diximus. — Ante noc- 
2 in ſacris epulari nefas: propterea quod, ut ait Callimachus, 
2 _ extrema 
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by obſerving, that whatever was the behavio 


nuine principles, I can't pretend to do it at all 


Lawgiver and Prophets ; * and our bleſſed 84 
viour was ſo far from entirely ſuperſeding, ff 


pointed out ſome corruptions, that had crept in 


LS 


As to the entering into the reaſons of cf f 
different conduct, and tracing it up to its ge 


in this diſcourſe, with reſpect to the firſt partiſ 
cular, and as to the latter I cannot ſpeak to iff 
here,—leaſt I ſhou'd anticipate what I am to fa 
a little after: I ſhall therefore at preſent proce 


of other kingdoms in theſe oppoſite circumſta 
ces, yet the S. S. very fully aſſures us that th 
People of God had laws or orders given then 
with regard to both theſe caſes by their inſpire 


aboliſhing the things themſelves, that He at fa 
ſons encouraged each by his example, and mor 
over has incidentally in reſpe& of the latter 


to it, and exhorted to a more faithful diſchar 
of 1 it. | 


extremi affeftam fame, ac nihiloſecius pertinacius jejunium per 
petuantem, ſolus veſper flexit, perſuaſitque, uti cibum caper{ 
Julius Scaliger. L. Poetices Lib. 1. Cap. 32. | 

J have choſen to refer to theſe authorities, (and more mig 
upon a proper ſearch be produced,) for the matter of fact, ul 
the obſervation of religious Faſts was practiſed in the heath 
world; becauſe, I fancy, it is not ſo obviouſly known, as 
contrary. And altho' the Practice was ſtain'd with the baſe. mi 
ture of Idolatry, yet ſuppoſe them ſet right as to the Objed 
worſhip; and then their conduct, in this reſpect, may beconl 
well-grounded and ſenſible, as well as pious. 


* See Lev. Ch. 16. v. 29. Ch. 23. v.27. and Ainſworth i 
thoſe places : and likewiſe _— of the Prophetic Writings. 


Per 


72 

Permit me therefore to beg your favourable 
attention, whilſt I take the opportunity, (which 
my Text and the primary cauſe of our preſent 
aſſembling together gives me,) to beſtow ſome 
obſervations upon the Duty of Fa/{ing together 
with its appendages, as expreſſed in this Paſſage 
of the Prophet Daniel, by prayer and ſupplica- 
tions and alſo Sackcloth and Aſhes; or, (according 
to the language, wherein the peculiar Liturgy 
of the day cloaths them all three) of weeprng, 
faſting and praying ;—and then I ſhall point out 
the eminent propriety of enjoining this Duty at 
this time, and exhort you to a conſcientious diſ- 
charge of it. 7 9 80 

A very little reflexion will be neceſſary to 
ſnew you, that as we have various ſenſes given 


F. to us by the indulgent Wiſdom of God, ſo like- 


wiſe that we have appetites, implanted in us by 
the ſame cauſe, correſpondent to them ; the gra- 
tification of which, to ſome certain degree, is 
highly requiſite for the well-being of the pre- 
ſent union of ſoul and body. Amongſt theſe lat- 
ter there is no one, that, in our ordinary ſtate, 
is more ſtrong and regular than the appetite for 
food, as being the foundation whereon every 0- 
ther energy of our frame, material or immate- 
rial, is built in this world. As the Deity is ſaid 
to love a chearful Giver, ſo He Himſelf hath 
here exhibited a remarkable example of it in his 
own conduct; for He hath by no means com- 
municated this defire of nutriment, as it were, 
grudgingly, or no farther than is abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary for the bare maintenance of life, but, 
| accord- 
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according to the uſual courſe of things, we poſ- 
ſeſs it, as his gift, in a much higher degree than 
that End requires, and may allowably, nay, at- 
ter a ſort are call'd upon to indulge it beyond 
the ſtrict ſeverity of ſuch a ſtandard, eſpecially 
as this may be done within the eſtabliſhed rules 
of that temperance, which is the main preſerva- 
vtive of our health, our reaſon, and our virtue. 
5 Since this is the matter of fact, and the law 
> of our nature in this reſpect, it 1s our buſineſs to 
© preſume that it is right, altho' no account cou'd 
be produced, why it ſhou'd be ſo; but a good 
© cauſe may be aſſigned for the preſent conſtitu- 
8 tion of things in this reſpect: for if our ordina- 
Dory appetite for nutriment was granted in ſuch 
> —ſcanty proportion, as to ſerve for little more 
(Ethan the immediate ſupport of being, it muſt 
return upon us ſo frequently, as to engroſs al- 
moſt our whole time ſimply in the office of its 
gratification, and moreover any diſappointment 
of it, (the opportunities for which in this caſe 
wou'd be proportionably numerous) muſt be at- 
tended with effects fatal to life ; whereas now, 
according to its uſual vigour in the common run 
of mankind, it prompts us to lay up ſuch a 
ſtock of materials for ſtrength and ſpirits, as 
may enable us to purſue other uſeful purpoſes 
of our nature for a convenient ſeaſon, and more- 
over returns upon us, (long before that maga- 
Zine is entirely exhauſted,) with ſuch a degree 
of ſtrength as ſolicits warmly for a freſh com- 
pliance with it. —Thus it gives us leiſure for 
buſineſs, and likewiſe ſtands, as a watchful I 

: | Centinel, 


EF 
Centinel, to give us warning, ſometime before 
any immediate danger will accrue from the want 
of due ſupplies of food. 

But if we are thus conſtituted, as generally 
to have a ſort of ſupra-abundance of this deſire 
more, than is abſolutely neceſſary to the mere 
ſupport of nature, doubtleſs we may from hence 
clearly ſee the poſſibility and lawfulneſs of check 
ing, and counter- acting this natural inclination, 
even when it is by no means exorbitant. Now 
when we exert this power, when we actually 
controul for a ſeaſon, and voluntarily deny a 


WJ oratification to this native deſire, we are ſaid to 


; exerciſe a Faſt : and experience will frequently 
W ſhew us Perſons, that in the eager purſuit of 


ſome diverſion, or from ſuch trivial cauſes, as I 


W muſt here call, Caprice and Humour, will for a 
time ſubdue this inclination, and perform a com- 


plete act of abſtinence without any injury to 


their health, or even their reputation, ſimply 


upon that account. — They plainly demonſtrate 
by their conduct, that they have ability to do 


| the thing, and the common ſenſe of mankind 


readily proclaims the Legality, (or allowableneſs) 
of it. It may be true that they only ſubdue in 
this caſe one appetite in order to gratify another, 
(which very poſſibly has nothing criminal in it,) 
and therefore cannot merit much, if any praiſe, 
for their conduct, nor is it my buſineſs here to 


maintain that they do: all that I am concerned 


with is the pgſſibility and laufulneſs of action 
with regard to the point before us. 


But 
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But there is an after-conſideration, naturally 
ariſing from this Topic, of very material con- 
cern in the 1 8255 caſe; for if we can, and may 
abridge ourſelves of our ordinary ſuſtinence for a 
determinate ſpace, upon ſuch ſlight reaſons as we 
ſee it irreprovably practiſed, certainly it cannot 
be the leaſt infringement of either the wiſdom, 
juſtice, or goodneſs of the Deity, if He ſhou d 
interpoſe with his authority to give us an injun- 
ction of this kind, if He ſhou'd, at certain pe- 
riods, call upon us to abſtain from the ordinary 
ſupport of the body, at his pleaſure. He has an 
infinitely fuller dominion over us and our poſ- 
ſeſſions, than we have over ourſelves and any 
thing, that we call our own; and therefore He 
muſt have a perfect right, when He ſees fit, to 
preſcribe an abſtinence from them to us. 

It may indeed be ſaid, by his gift of life and 
the ſtrong appetite for the ſupport of it, and in 
conſequence for the means of that ſupport, the 
Deity cannot, without contradicting his own 
workmanſhip and intentions, preſcribe any o- 
ther abſtinence than ſuch, as that temperate uſe 
of theſe means, which conduces moſt to this 
end, implies: but who will pretend to ſay pre- 
ciſely, what that temperate uſe, in fa&, is? or 
will any one affirm, that a certain periodical and 
temporary abſtinence ſhall not be more ſubſer- 
vient to this very aim ?—Befides—This intima- 
tion wou'd have a much more ſpecious ſhew of 
argument, if we were only ſenſitive Beings, — 
whoſe ſupreme felicity conſiſted in the enjoy- | 
ment of this life, and terminated with it ; but we | 

- are | 
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Ware likewife endow'd with a rational nature, 
which is by much the ſuperior branch of our 
compoſition, and by which we become cloſely 
related to another ſyſtem and ſcene of things, and 
therefore from this conjunction many fitneſſes 


iet, (ſuch as is incident to perſons of robuſt 
Fonſtitutions and full health,) is apt to inſpire 
levity of temper and careleſſneſs of thought, 
rhich a timely refraining at proper intervals 
night conduce greatly to mitigate, and to re- 
Wore them to a more ſober and full poſſeſſion of 
Whemſclves? Nay ! I fear there is but few of the 
Wery beſt of us, that can plead even this regular 
Ind temperate uſe conſtantly and at all times: 
vou'd not therefore the reſtraint upon the appe- 
ite now recommended appear fit and proper, if 
Wt was but conſidered merely as a ſort of natural 
Wtonement for any abuſe? Do not our paſſions 
From the materials of a free and copious Diet 
ad much to that undue ſtrength, which they 
have acquired in our preſent corrupt ſtate, and 
Wacrefore may it not be highly congruous, now 
Ind then to withdraw this fuel from them for a 

ime, leaſt they ſhou'd flame out into an exceſ- 


nderſtand" itſelf often from the ſame cauſe ap- 
Pear, as if It were incarnated, loſing all relith 
r ſpiritual ſtates and objects, and becoming ri- 
geted down, I had almoſt faid, with chains * 

B this 


0 
Ive and outrageous conduct? Nay ! does not 
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[ T0 |] 
this earth; may not therefore a temporary de. 
nial in reſpect to the preſent article contribute] 
much to looſen it off from any ſuch too cloſe at- 
tachment, and give it wings and vigour for hea. 
venly contemplation? In ſhort, may not our] 
fins in general, and the judgments that we feel, 
or may be menaced with for them, ſtrongly ſo- 
licit this branch of humiliation, as a fitting pre- 
parative for appeaſing the wrath of a juſt and 
terrible God? — If then after theſe conſidera- 
tions, we only open the Book of the O. T. and 
their find that the Deity hath actually and fre- 
quently by their great Lawgiver and ſucceeding iſ 
Prophets enjoined Faſts to his own People; and 
if we likewiſe conſult the Chriſtian Covenant, 
and there perceive its great Author both by ex- 
ample and precept enforcing the ſame, there 
cannot I apprehend, the leaſt doubt remain, but 
that God may require his rational creatures to 
give a temporary denial to even the /awful exer-· 
ciſe of the ſenſitives appetites, in ſome reſpects, 
and upon ſome occaſions, and this for great and 
important ends, ſuch as are not only conſiſtent i 
with, but may very fitly diſplay his attributes of 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs. | 

J have juſt remark'd that the great Author 
of our Religion hath both by example and pre- 


cept encouraged this exerciſe of religious Faſts iſ 


and it may be very pertinently further ſuggeſted 
that He has alſo ſuperſeded, and aboliſhed the 
whole typical, and ceremonial Law of the Jews, 


by completing or fulfilling the ſcheme for which 


it was chiefly given, and in conſequence thei 


be 
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* 

oh 
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1 
aſts are no longer obligatory to us Chriſtians, 
and therefore, as He has not expreſly inſtituted 
any of his own, whilſt He hath recommended 
che thing itſelf, He leaves his followers at large, / 
or to their own diſcretion, as to the particular 
ſeaſons wherein they are to put it into practice. 
Upon my ſaying this, I queſtion not but a very 
it ſentiment hath occurr'd to the mind of al- 
W moſt every one, that hears me, which is fo 
common, that the expreſſion of it is trite and 
Walmoſt proverbial ; for it is no more than this, 
that, what may be done af any time, is apt to 
be done ar ne time. 85 
= Our bleſſed Lord, conſidering the intended 
niverſality of his Religion, cou'd not have given 
Ja multiplicity of particular Statutes in regard to 
Wit, without greatly clogging the wide and ſpeedy 
W propagation of it. He therefore contended him- 
ſelf with ſketching or drawing the great outlines 
of moral and religious Offices, and ſhewing thro' 
W whoſe merits our imperfe& exerciſe of them 
vou'd be accepted, provided we did but ſin- 
cerely aim to cultivate them in all places and at 
all opportunities; and as to thoſe, that may be 
called ſecondary, occaſional, or ſubſidiary Du- 
ties, (in which number the Duty of Faſting, 
now before us, may very properly be ranked) 
He ſeems to have left it to the prudence of his 
Diſciples, or their Succeſſors, to pitch upon the 
moſt advantageous ſeaſons for the more ſolemn 
performance of them, in the ſeveral Churches, 
that they ſhou'd eſtabliſh, and their particular 
determinations was to be obligatory in theſe 
e caſes, 


F a. . 
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caſes, by virtue of thoſe general inſtruction; | 
which He himſelf had given concerning them. 
And thus alſo when Kingdoms became Chriſt. 
ian, and there was legal eſtabliſhments of out 
Religion, this ſame authority ſeems naturally to 
have devolved upon the ſupreme Magiſtrates in 
thoſe Societies, and they have accordingly exer-M 
ciſed it. Not to go abroad for examples, when 
we may be ſo ſufficiently => at home: We 
have the great annual Faſt (Lent) now ap- 
proaching, and ſeveral inferior ones, diſpers d 
at certain intervals, thro the whole year: al 
which are binding to us immediately, at thoſe 
particular times, in virtue of the regal com- 
mand, but remotely and primarily from thoſe ad- 
monitions concerning Faſting in general, which 
ſubſiſt in the great Charter of our Religion. 
And if a coincidence of unfortunate circumſtan-W 
ces ſhou'd at any time render an occaſional Faſt 
expedient, it becomes the duty of the ſupreme 
power to proclaim one, and to call a ſolemn al. 
ſembly, and it is ours readily to comply, with 
the ſummons; ſince we have ſeen that the thing 
is in itſelf poſſible and lawful to us, likewiſe it 
hath a good end for its Object, is enjoin'd to wil 
by a proper authority, and moreover ſupported 
by a general ſanction from our moſt holy Faith. 

Here it ſeems not quite improper, (altho' 1 
fancy it is ſcarce abſolutely neceſſary,) to ac-W 
knowledge, that what I have hitherto ſaid con- 
cerning this Duty, proceeds upon the ſuppoſ- 
tion that Perſons are endowed with a moderate 
degree of health, and vigour of W ö 

ere 


[13 ] 
Were then theſe are in any degree wanting, 
common ſenſe admits, nay preſcribes a ſort of 
tacit diſpenſation, proportionable to the defect of 
ſuch requiſites. But yet, when it is obliged to 
ive almoſt the greateſt indulgence, it will at 
the ſame time point out a variety of methods, 
herein ſome equivalent may be eſtabliſhed for | 
Ie thing itſelf, which is to be diſpenſed with. 
Uf ſome accidental infirmity, or a natural weak- | 
veſs of bodily complexion renders an utter abſti- 
Pence at the uſual times of repaſt, injurious to 
ny of us, we doubtleſs experimentally know, 
hat not all kinds of food, nor all preparations of 
WS are equally pleaſing to the taſte, whilſt any of 
em will very well anſwer, (at leaſt for a ſea- | 
on, ) the end of our material ſupport ; here then 
Wn ample field opens itſelf to us from the quali- 
Wy of our Diet in both theſe reſpects, (and I 
Night add it's quantity too,) for the exerciſe of 
his Duty, and is compatible with almoſt any 
egree of bodily weakneſs, or infirmity. But 
he particular caſes of this ſort are ſo numerous, 
nd at the ſame time muſt of neceflity be in 
W-eſeves fo trivial, that upon each of theſe ac- 
 Wcounts I muſt refer, (which I may very ſafely 
No,) to the conſcience of every ſerious and right- 
By diſpoſed Member of this Aſſembly for a reſo- 
ution of them; and paſs on to what may be 
alled, for diſtinction's ſake the indiſpenſable parts 
of ſuch a ſolemnity, as this. For let the Duty 
of Faſting be exerciſed with the ume? rigour, it 
yet but as an Harbinger, that is to bid the ſen- 
tive appetites, to ſtand back for a _ 
3 order 
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order to prepare the way for the more full and 
eaſy ingreſs and reception of religious ſentiment, if 
And if we are to entertain any of this kind, 
queſtionleſs none can, upon ſuch an occaſion, ſf 
more naturally or readily preſent themſelves tof 
us, than thoſe of Sorrow and Contrition. | 
This therefore I chuſe to underſtand by 7 
Sackcloth and Aſhes in the Text, and the Weeping 
in our Liturgy, as theſe both are external ex- 
preſſions of that attitude of mind.—1 ſcarce need 
to mention, that the former was employed, up- 
on ſuch occaſions as theſe, in the Country of ou 
Prophet, when He wrote, or at leaſt among 
the People, from whence he ſprang ; and as to 
the latter, it is one of the moſt obvious and fie. 
quently ſincereſt indications of Grief amongſt all 
nations to this day; yet {till it is not required to 
underſtand this circumſtance any more, than the 
former in a ſtrict literal ſenſe. Our bleſſed $-W 
viour indeed has in ſome ſort diſcountenanceii 
them both, when He faith, —But thou, when thu 
faſteſt, anoint thine head, and waſh thy face; (Mai: 
Ch. 6. v.17.) yet as I, by no means, apprehend, 
that from hence He abſolutely condemned either 
practiſe, but ſet himſelf more eſpecially to op- 
poſe the groſs hypocriſy of that time, which wa 
too apt to place almoſt all Religion in external 
ſhew: ſo I think that from theſe conſideration 
together taken, we may infer our rule is — ſti- 
diouſly to avoid all affectation in the caſe. Ne 
ther let us ſeem aſhamed of putting on any con 
cern at ſuch a juncture, nor yet make a vain of 
tentation of grief ; but firſt let us acquire 1 q 
rig 


L151 


: ight internal diſpoſition of mind, the true ſor- 
ow and compunction of heart, and then we 


Wnay permit it fo far to ſhine forth before men, 
do appear in that ſober, reverent, and collect- 
ad behaviour, which, if left to itſelf, it will al- 
noſt mechanically put on. 

Here therefore I ſeem called upon to point 
Put the materials, from whence this ſituation of 
Ie ſoul is to be formed. And if experience did 
ot tell us, how difficult it generally is for us to 
Jocow ourſelves, in the ſpiritual ſenſe of doing 
no taſk might appear to be more eaſy than 
| ee preſent. —For if we do but turn our thoughts 
"ward upon our own breaſts, and then take an 
entive ſurvey of what hath paſſed there, we 
all find our very beſt actions, (for I ſhall be- 
In with them) have ſuch ſtrange and unac- 
buntable, ſuch prodigious infirmities adhering 
d them, that from this quarter alone we might 
ain large ſupplies for the purpoſe now before 
s. If we go on from hence to our frequent and 
alpable tranſgreſſions of divine Law, our brook 
ill then become a river. We muſt be ready to 
gy with the Prophet Jaiab (Ch. I. v.6.) —From 
e ſole of the foot even unto the head, there is no 
undneſs in us; and we cannot then fail to ſee 
e extreme juſtneſs and propriety of expreſ- 
| in the full, and energetic language of the 

Noſt ſolemn Office of our Church, when we 
. c-nowledge and bewail our manifold fins and wick- 
72/5, which we from time to time moſt grievouſly 
f W2ve committed, by thought, word, and deed againſt 
divine Majeſty, moſt juſtly provoking his wrath 


and 
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and indignation againſt us. — And if, after this, 
we caſt a thoughtful look, upon the world a- 
round us, for the end now propoſed, our river 
will become a ſea. Let it not be here imagined, i 

that I wou'd encourage a prying, over-buſy, and 
cenſorious turn of mind, with regard to other 
People's concerns, for nothing is farther from 
my intention; but when a Nation is aſſembled 

to mourn for its ſins, certainly we ought to en- 
deavour that the ſorrow ſhou'd be in ſome de- 
gree adequate te the occaſion ; and how can an 
attempt of this ſort be executed, but by making 
a kind of eſtimate, however imperfect, . of thoſe i 
ſins? Eſpecially when this may be done in ſuch 
a manner, as is perfectly conſiſtent with the moſt 
genuine Chriſtian charity and benevolence, ſinc: 
no particulars are intended to be directly arraign-i 
ed by it, and if any are accidentally fo, I hope 
they may reſt aſſured of our moſt tender and 
brotherly concern for them, howeyer the crime 
themſelves may call for our ſorrow or provoke 
even our indignation. _ 

But why did I ſuggeſt any hint concerning an 
overbuſy curioſity or cenſoriouſneſs, ſince our 
preſent buſineſs may be carried on without the 
feaſt hazard of it? For if we have but our eyes 
and ears open, muſt we not almoſt daily and of i 
neceſſity ſee ourſelves and hear immediately, oi 
from the report of others numerous inſtances of 
Profaneneſs and Irreligion amongſt all forts oi 
ſtations, of great Luxuriouſneſs too prevalent in 
ſuperior ranks, of Drunkenneſs in lower, and of 
Diſſoluteneſs in both: but above all, that which | 

| nn 
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1 
0 in oppoſition to judicial and lawful we call com- 
mon Swearing, 1s moſt exorbitant. And certain- 


BS {wearing upon more accounts than one, ſince 
numbers not only uſe it upon common occa- 
ſions, but commonly uſe it upon almoſt all oc- 
caſions: it is throughly incorporated into their 


to the full extent of their converſation. — And 
doubtleſs then no one can juſtly ſay, that it is 


Wrcligious Sorrow is not fill'd up to its due height. 
lt we ſtill remain callous, it muſt be becauſe we 
are devoid of all ſenſe of gratitude to God, or of 
{humanity for our fellow creatures. 

hut here it is my duty to apprize you of a 
anger, that may attend this laſt proceſs, if a 
Witimely caution does not intervene to prevent it. 
For the mind of man is naturally prone to make 
Wcompariſons, nay ! ſome one who inſpects our 
ommon language with a ſagacity a little above 
the ordinary level, will perhaps ſay, that when 
we talk of intellectual matters, * we ſcarce ever 
peak without them; and therefore when we 


ſtead of entertaining any grief upon the occa- 
hon, we may conceive a perverſe exulting kind 
of Joy, and forgetting the reflexions'upon our 


trite and obvious language upon theſe occafions is commonly me- 
compariſon, 
C own 


ly it juſtly merits the appellation of common 


for defect of materials, if from theſe ſources our 


* All that is meant here is, that the eſtabliſhed, or the moſt 


taphorical. And every Metaphor is nothing but an involved 


\Y 


daily language, and pleads preſcription only not 


Wook abroad, and ſee many others, we think, as 
bad as, or, ſay, much worſe than ourſelves, in- 


— — - 
a 4 — 
— — —2 

—— — 


— 


— — 


i a 8 — — — ee ones, __ 
— . w —— — 


— @ pe 


| 
j 


after it, (unleſs this behaviour upon the occaſion 
may have added one to the number,) and each 
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own turpitude, begin to triumph in our ſupe- 
riority, and plume ourſelves upon our imaginary 
righteouſneſs. Suppoſe then that any Neigh-Þ 
bour ſhou d give us an handle for ſuch a com- 
pariſon and triumph; let us call him for argu- 
ments ſake the Publican; and we ſhou'd take 
and enjoy it, and, whilſt we were doing fo, this 
Publican ſhou'd with a ſincere and agonizing 
heart ſmite upon his breaſt, and ſay, Lord tb 
merciful to me a Sinner, wou'd not the other cha- 
racter, in the parable alluded to, become our lot, 
ſhou'd not we ſtand in the place of the unjuſti-W 
fied Phariſee, whilſt the deſpiſed Publican might 
receive the forgiveneſs, and at length the appro- 
bation of his Lord? — Beſides, — Whatever our 
particular Sins were before ſuch a compariſon, 
they remain juſt the ſame, neither more nor leſs | 


Perſon will be tryed at the laſt day, not by thei 
conduct of his neighbour, but his own : ſo that 
this wayward uſe of the inſpection of another's} 
tranſgreſſions can anſwer no good purpoſe of our 
whatever, whereas if we did but permit ſuch a 
view to produce that ingenuous forrow at pre- 
ſent recommended, it might by that means con- 
tribute to avert the divine vengeance, which wel 
are now met ſolemnly to deprecate. 

But is the human mind then ſo very much 
given to compariſons ? let us for a few moments 
give an indulgence to it in this reſpect, but let it 
not be to compare our conduct with that of o- 
ther men, but with the rule that God has given 


ui 


E 


Bus to guide it by. Or if you pleaſe, let reaſon, 
aſſiſted by the eye of faith, mount up into hea- 
en, and behold the ſupreme Inhabitant there 
all magnificently clad in eſſential Purity and Rec- 
itude! He that, from everlaſting, hath never in 
he leaſt tittle ſwerved from the ſtricteſt rules of 
wiſdom, goodneſs and truth! and, after this, let 
Ws ſet our own conduct in contraſt with his, and 
When, if ever, when ſo full a light is thrown 
{pou the former, we ſhall ſee the foulneſs and 
eformity of it. Nor let it be thought, that this 
Proceeding is, as it were, to ſet a glow-worm in 
Fompetition with the Sun; for tho' the diſtance 
eetween us is infinitely great, yet we are form- 
Wed, as to our ſouls, in the image of God, — we 
re called upon to be holy, as He is holy, — and 
Wo be perfect, (i. e. in our kind) even as our 
Heavenly Father is perfect.— And we night have 
een ſo; — whereas we are now both originally 
nd actually very far gone from the rule of right- 
Wouſneſs; we fell from it in our firſt Parent, 
! and we have been ever ſince daily and volunta- 
Wily in ourſelves deviating from it: fo that take 
man in the aggregate, (or collectively,) and it is 
entirely his own fault, that He has fo very fla- 
Prantly varied from the rule of conduct, intend- 
Fed for him, and in conſequence from the great 
original Exemplar of it. = 
Here then perhaps it will he ſaid, that, from 
this view of things, our fate is abſalute deſpair ; 
and we have nothing left to do, but to ſay to the 
mountains, —fall on us, and to the hills, cover 
us, and hide us from the wrath of Him that ſit- 
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[ 20 ] 
teth on the throne. Let therefore reaſon once 
more, under the guidance of faith, and thro' the 
medium of the bleſſed Goſpel, look up, with a 
ſomewhat more attentive eye, to the great Crea. 
tor; and it may, and will diſcern that, amid 
the blaze of his perfections, Mercy is the bright. 
eſt jewel in the heavenly, as in the earthly crown, 
It will perceive that this immenſe, this omnipo- 
tent, this moſt ſtupendous Being is the moſt 
tender, the moſt benevolent, and the moſt exe. 
rable Being in the Univerſe. = £ 

This conſideration therefore naturally leads to 
the other circumſtance of a day of humiliation, 3 
which is mentioned in the Text, and likewiſe 
our Liturgy, in conjunction with the other two, 
and that is ſupphcation or prayer. For if the di- 
vine Being is exorable, it ſhou'd ſeem that the 
next indication was to pray unto Him.—lIt may 
indeed be ſaid, that his infinite Wiſdom, which 
knows our neceſſities before we aſ and our 1gno- | 
rance hkewiſe in aſting them, and his ſupreme | 
Rectitude, which always determines Him to do 
whatever is right in any caſe, ſuperſede the ne- 
ceſſity, or even propriety, of ſuch applications to 
Him.—Doubtleſs what is here affirmed of theſe 
attributes is moſt ſtrictly true, yet the ſort of infe- 

rence made from them is ſo by no means. For al- 
tho' there is nothing, which we can inform tha 
Almighty of, that He does not know before, and 

He will moſt aſſuredly do what is right whether 
we ſupplicate Him or not, yet the right of the 
caſe with regard to us, conſidered as ſorrowful, 
humble, confeſſing, and ſupplicant, or as 5 : 
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pold, obſtinate, and careleſs ſinners, will be di- 
gectly oppoſite. For the Rectitude of the divine 
FConduc, in ſuch circumſtances, is dependant 
upon the behaviour and qualifications of his crea- 
EdQures: He Himſelf hath made it ſo, and doubt- 
eſs is here, (eſpecially with regard to Kingdoms, 
Follectively taken) very frequently, and will here- 
After be completely determined by it. — Let us 
pov juſt beſtow a reflexion upon the Nature of 
Prayer; does it not then, if rightly performed, 
Firtually contain in it an humble acknowledg- 
nent of the Majeſty, Power, Wiſdom and Good- 
cis of God? and will not a retention of ſuch 
qwful thoughts for ſome time upon the mind, 
ZRonduce much to habituate them to it? and can 
Iny thing have a more natural tendency, than 
ch a habit, to promote all thoſe virtues in us, 
EFhich are to reconcile us to the divine favour ? 
When to this it is added, that God hath ex- 
Preſly promiſed the aſſiſtance, or the graces of 
is Spirit only to thoſe, who proceed to aſk 
iem of Him, and that without them we can- 
pot hope to attain to that degree of righteouſ- 
cls, which will be pleaſing to Him, certainly 
t the time that we are faſting upon the account 
f, and confeſſing and bewailing our weakneſſes 
Ind open tranſgreſſions, nothing further can 
Pore fitly ſuggeſt itſelf to the mind, than earneſt 
upplications for the divine Aid, that we for the 
EPture may carefully cultivate and maintain the 
ppoſite conduct. 1 e 
I am now reminded, by the time which I 
have detained you, to think of the concluſive 
0 part 


[22] 
part of the preſent defign; which was juſt to 
point out the eminent propriety of ſuch a day of 
humiliation as this, and then to exhort you to a 


conſcientious diſcharge of the Duty. 
War is at all times a moſt ſerious and impor- 


tant evil, but we have been for ſome time en- 


gaged in one with our moſt potent and invete- 


rate enemy, and likewiſe now become our dan. 
gerous Rival in almoſt every branch of trade. 
As to this laſt particular of their Induſtry, Skill 
and Enlargment of their commerce, however we 
may ſuffer by it, whilſt they keep within the 
bounds of juſtice in the exerciſe of their talents | 
we muſt allow it to be highly commendable; 
but when once they paſs over this barrier, and} 
are not content with a proſperous and improviny 


traffic, unleſs it is carried on at our expence and 


upon our territories, then certainly it become 
full time to take the alarm, and endeavour tl 
defend ourſelves. We accordingly did ſo, — but 
in theſe two laſt years we have greatly ſuffered ni 


two very material engagements,and altho',in other 


reſpects we may be upon, or perhaps more than 


upon an equality with them, yet, taking in the 
whole, it muſt doubtleſs be hitherto pronounced 
an unſucceſsful war, on our part, — The courk 
of events hath likewiſe lighted up a diſpute up. 


on the continent, wherein the cauſe of Protef 


tantiſm is ſo plainly and intimately concern's 
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that we cannot ſtand by as idle Spectators and 


ſee it ruined there, without manifeſting our: 
ſelves Traytors to it, and probably to our Coulr 


try too. For things ſeem to be brought f 


ſuch 


ach a Criſis, in that quarter, that almoſt the 
Inly queſtion is, whether the Roman (falſly call- 
d Catholic) Religion ſhall totally prevail in it 
Ir not, and if it does the former, I fee not any 
Probability at preſent of keeping it long from 
Intering in at our own doors. — But this is not 
ll, — we have had a grievous murrain long ra- 
Wing amongſt our cattel, and this laſt year the 
rrth has been ſo ſparing and unpropitious in its 
rand production, that we have from thence re- 
eived ſome forebodings of a famine of bread. 
eence then theſe three great evils, War, Peſti- 
WEnce, and Famine, ſeem, after a ſort to have u- 
ited their forces againſt us; any one of which, 
long enough continued in any degree, is ſuffi- 
ent to break the heart of the ſtouteſt nation 
pon earth. — As to the ill events of the war, 
e may poſſibly aſcribe them to the temerity, 
Id ſtubbornneſs of one Commander, and the 
Wmiſneſs or negligence of another: and our re- 
ntments againſt the blameable part of their be- 
Waviour may contribute (if that ſhou'd be neceſ- 
ry) to actuate the prudence and courage of 
Woſe, who ſhall ſucceed them; and thus far all 
Pay be well. But the misfortune is, that we are 
P apt to reſt entirely in ſecond cauſes; yet where 
all theſe be found for the other two evils, 
F'hoſe influence we have likewiſe, in ſome de- 
tee, ſmarted under? Why I ſuppole in the ele- 
ents, the earth, the air, and the clouds. And 
all we ſeriouſly utter forth our upbraidings a- 
ainſt them ? this I fancy wou'd be deemed too 


antic for any perſon in his ſenſes to be guilty 
| — 
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of, Had we not therefore better have recourſe 
_ chiefly and ſoon to a ſuperintending providence in 
all theſe caſes? But God, we are told (Lament 
Ch. 3. v. 33.) never afflicteth willingly nor grie. 
veth the children of men; there is always ſome 
cauſe in them to provoke him to it : but ther 
is nothing in the creatures, that can offend ; 
Being of infinite benevolence, as well as purity 
except it be their ſins; and I fancy by this tim 
we muſt be well ſatisfied, that there is a ſuff 
cient number of theſe in this kingdom to be: 
the blame of any calamities, that may be {en 
upon us from heaven. When therefore we ar 
upon the eve of a freſh and, in all probability 
moſt bloody campaign, when we ſet out witiff 
the diſadvantage of having laboured in ſome de 
gree, under thoſe other two evils abovementionffi 
ed, and when we have the moſt potent combi 
nation to contend with, certainly if ever then 
was a more than ordinary force in that preceyi 
(Deut. 23. v. 9.) That when the Hoſt goeth fon 
to meet our enemies, we ſhou'd keep us from ever 
wicked thing, or repent us of thoſe we may han 
committed, it is now, when every Object, tha 
is dear to us as Engliſhmen, and as Proteſtant 
is the prize to be contended for. But if this bl 
the caſe, then the eminent propriety of this day 
humiliation wall ſtrongly force itſelf upon us. 
However let there be what merit there wil 

in the appointment of this ſolemnity, that be 
longeth to Another and not unto us: if we woul 
acquire any deſert from it, it muſt be by a con 
ſcientious diſcharge of the Duty it requires. L 
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us then not only with all humility attend upon 
the Lord in the public ordinances of religion, 
but conſecrate the day entirely to his ſervice; and 
let the reſolutions we may form upon it be ſo 
good and ſo ſtrong, as ſufficiently to influence 
our future lives and converſations. In ſhort let 
us ſhew by our whole demeanour at and after 
this ſolemnity, that, altho' the fins of this nation 
are truly numerous and great, yet we are fully 
determined to preſs into the ſociety of thoſe 
righteous perſons, upon whoſe account it is ve 

poſſible, that our cities ſhall be ſaved, Which 
that they may be God of his infinite mercy 
grant thro' Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. To whom 
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